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Te Whakatipu me to Honohono Hei Akonga: Growing and Connecting as Learners  

Kia ora koutou, 

As we begin to look forward to the upcoming Board elections, I want to pause and reflect on the 

work this current Board has achieved in their term as our School Board.   

My first introduction to the Board was at my interview for Principal. At that time, I recall thinking that 

this was a Board that genuinely cared about and put the students of Wadestown School at the centre 

of their decision making. Under Mark Crofskey’s leadership as Presiding Member/Board Chair, this 

Board has been one who has maintained a culture of collaboration and inclusion. Our Board 

meetings have seen everything from robust discussions to thoughtful reflection about the direction 

of the school and what we want for our students and teachers, now and into the future.  In early 

2021, we became a member of the Kāhui Ako and this partnership has extended not only across 

the school but to our Board who were keen participants in the Hautu Tool PLD with all other Boards 

from our local primary and secondary schools.  

There has also been significant work done by our Board around property upgrades and 

developments, employment (with the appointment of key staff, DP, Office Manager, teaching staff, 

and a Te Reo teacher), the effective and ongoing management of Covid and the work we have done 

to raise Te Reo and Te Ao Māori across the school.  

As a chair, Mark has been a listening and thoughtful ear. He has calmly responded to a wide variety 

of situations and has supported the Board, Senior Leadership Team and I to navigate the more 

complex and challenging situations.  Not one conversation has gone by, when he hasn’t asked about 

the students and whether they are engaged and happy at school and I have sincerely appreciated 

his commitment to our students’ wellbeing.  

Being a part of a School Board can be many things and often it isn’t quite what people think it will 

be. You can never predict what might happen or pop up out of the blue!  

Much has been achieved and I believe that a legacy of building cultural capability, honouring the 

Treaty of Waitangi, and inclusion is one the things that we are proudest of achieving.  

Thank you for your ongoing parental assistance and feedback with our swimming lessons. Our 

students are highly enjoying the lessons. 

  

http://www.wadestown.school.nz/


So, it’s the end of an era and the beginning of a new chapter.  

Ngā mihi nui,  

Amanda Frater  

Principal/Tumuaki  

Kāhui Ako Kapa Haka Whanaungatanga Festival 

On Tuesday, I had the privilege of attending our Kāhui Ako Kapa Haka Festival and supporting our 

tamariki as they performed in the Wellington College Hall. Students, parents and teachers from 

Northland, Brooklyn, Karori Normal, Karori West Normal, Kelburn, Wellington Girls’ College and of 

course, Wellington College were in attendance and there was a wonderful sense of community 

across the whole day.  

Our school was outstanding in their performance and their singing and performing really shone. The 

leadership of our Year 8 Kapa Haka and Performing Arts students was visible to see and each and 

every one of the students in attendance were outstanding in their conduct throughout the day.  

Thank you to those parents who also came along to support our students. Your attendance was key 

in this as it added additional value to what was happening.  

I would like to acknowledge the great mahi (work) and guidance of Hemi Prime who has been 

working not only with our school, but with Karori Normal and Northland Schools as well.   

Recent Staff Appointments 

Liberty Cook is now working in Room 9 every Friday, until the end of the year. Liberty was a junior 

school teacher at Karori West Normal School for a number of years. Liberty is well known to us and 

we are delighted that she is able to work with us as part of the Rata Team and also alongside Sarah 

Bruce and the students of Room 9.  

Ana Benavides has been appointed as our permanent, part time cleaner at Weld Street. We are 

delighted that Ana will continue on in this role and are grateful of the wonderful job she does for our 

students and teachers at Weld Street. 

Upcoming PTA Quiz and Online Auction – Thursday 25 August   

If you haven’t already purchased your tickets for this event, please do so. This event will be one of 

our first opportunities, since the PTA Parents’ Party to come together as a community for a fun 

evening out. Better yet, by attending this event you will also be supporting our students and the 

school. You are welcome to register as a group or to come along and join a group on the night.  



It is also not too late to provide items for the auction. If you have a product or service that you are 

able to donate, please get in touch with Mark to let him know. Thank you to those who have already 

donated to this auction.  

A thank you to Mark Crofskey and team for the time and organisation that has gone into making this 

event happen.  

 



Wadestown School Working Bee - Saturday 24 September 

The date has been locked in for Saturday 24 September. This is after winter sports have finished 

and is a week before the school holidays. 

There is something for everyone this year – building fences; building seats; building some new 

playground equipment, 3-4 water blasters; 3-4 painting and staining crews; window washers; 

building washers; gardeners who can prune, dig and plant. 

If you can help on the day, please register your interest (and let me know what you are interested 

in) straight away at alpamare@gmail.com. I can’t stress how helpful it is to get a list of names early. 

That way I can judge with confidence how much to bite off. My commitment from past years remains 

– down-tools by 4pm! 

If you can’t make it, please consider a small donation to this worthwhile school event. You can make 

an online deposit to the school account: 12-3140-0348889-00 with WkgBee as the reference – every 

bit helps as it goes direct to the building materials and plants. 

Thanks, 

Malcolm McKee, Michelle Crutchley and the Wadestown School PTA 

Working Bee Food Coordinator Role - Can you help?  

An essential part of the Working Bee is feeding the workers. We are looking for either one key parent, 

or a group of volunteers who would be able to coordinate the food on the day. This will see you 

organising and coordinating both morning tea and lunch.  

We also require parents to provide this food - hot soup, savoury dishes (quiche, club sandwiches, 

bacon and egg pie etc) and then sweet slices.  

If we have a parent who is willing to run the BBQ then this could be another role for an additional 

volunteer.   

Please contact Michelle Crutchley if you can assist with any of these roles on 

mishjacobson@gmail.com 

Board Elections: Upcoming Meet the Candidates evening at Weld 

Street 

As has happened previously, plans are underway for a ‘Meet the Candidates’ evening. This will 

provide members of the schooling community an opportunity to hear from our candidates and to 

allow you to make an informed decision about our next School Board.  These evenings enable our 

community to meet our prospective candidates and hear about the approach that they will take as a 

Board Trustee. These evenings are a great way of informing who you wish to vote for.  

http://alpamare@gmail.com
http://mishjacobson@gmail.com


More information to follow.  

Thank you to those parents who have put themselves forward as a candidate for our 

upcoming election. It is wonderful to have such a high level of interest.  

Upcoming Board Elections 

Board Election Timeline 

 Date 

Meet the Candidates meeting Date to be confirmed 
To be at Weld Street at 7pm 

Board of Trustees Election Day Wednesday 7 September 
Week 7, Term 3 

Vote counting Tuesday 13 September 
Week 8, Term 3 

New Board takes office Wednesday 14 September 
Week 8, Term 3 

Message to the Community from Les Meadows 

Our very long standing relationship with Les Meadows has recently come to an end. After over 13 

years teaching music at Wadestown School, Les has decided to take on full time design work with 

Massey University.   We are pleased that this new opportunity has come along for him but also wish 

to thank him for his dedication to our students and the promotion of music across our community.   

A message from Les to his former students and parents: 

I’d like to thank the each and every person who has spent time in the music room. Through 

you, I have learned how uncover and encourage uniqueness – I’ve learned how to wrestle with 

musical complexities and subdue them for our understanding – I’ve learned that passion and 

commitment to music can be as diverse as musical expression itself and, most of all, I’ve 

learned that a community has the unique power to shape a person – you’ve made my years at 

Wadestown School wonderfully full. 

“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and life to 

everything.” 

~ Plato 

We are in the process of looking for an alternative music provider who can run after school lessons 

on site. I will provide you with further information as it comes to hand.  

  



Donations to the School 

We have recently received some very generous donations from supporters of our School.  

I would like to thank Pip Hōnore for donating a piano to the school and ensuring that we can continue 

to enjoy live piano playing at our school assemblies.  

I would also like to acknowledge and thank Les Meadows who has also made a significant donation 

of musical instruments and equipment to the school. These will be used by our students for practice 

and live performances.  

Mark Crofskey and whānau made an earlier donation of black t-shirts to compliment our Kapa 

Haka outfits. These were put to use at our recent Kapa Haka festival and were greatly appreciated 

by our students.   

Jon Kelly has also provided the school with a range of office furniture; stand up desks, office chairs, 

a coffee table and the like. This office equipment will allow us to upgrade some of our current office 

and classroom furniture. Thank you Jon and team!  

And most recently, Wellington Girls’ College have kindly offered us a large number of stackable 

chairs for our school hall.  

Winter Illnesses and Bugs  

As well as Covid, we are continuing to see students off school with gastro bugs, colds and the flu. 

Thank you for continuing to monitor your child’s health and for keeping them home if they are unwell. 

We really appreciate it.  

Visit to the National Library - Books Alive Event  

Student Writing - by Connor Shrapnell   

Yesterday 12 lucky students from Rimu went to the National Library for the Books Alive! event. 

Accompanied by Mr Piper, at 8:45 am we left to catch the bus. We got dropped off outside Wellington 

Girls’ College and walked for a couple minutes to the National Library.  

Inside the foyer was a table covered by the winning books for sale. We looked at these before 

sitting down on some bean bags (which were very comfy) while we waited. We then went to our first 

event, ‘Kids Fiction’. The books and their writers were: The  Uprising, a sequel to the Mapmakers 

Race by Erles Hunter, Amorangi and Millie's Trip Through Time by Lauren Keenan, and Spark 

Hunter by Sonya Wilson and more.  

  



After the first event we got our books signed. Then we went back in for our second event; a 

session on Non-fiction texts. The writers were: Donovan Bixley: Drawsome Awesome and Dr Phil 

Sirvid: Why is that Spider Dancing?  

Afterwards we caught another bus and went back to school at 12 o'clock.  

Year 3&4 hockey team in action 

 

  



Kāhui Ako Kapa Haka Whanaungatanga Festival 
 

  



Weld St Cross Country Monday 4 July 
It was a perfect day for our cross country: the sun was shining, the children were excited and there 

was fantastic parent support. The Year 8 Leaders were also there to help and cheer our children on. 

All the children ran with a coloured sash representing their house colour and after a pre-race house 

chant, they were off.  We were so proud of their enthusiasm and the fitness level they had built up 

during their training. The children just kept running and running! Later they reflected on what fun the 

cross country was. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Year 8 Leaders emcee the Tūmanako Exhibition 
opening with Wellington Major, Andy Foster 

Last Friday evening, Torsten Jones and Caitlyn Murray, two of our Year 8 Student Councillors, had 

the opportunity to emcee the opening of the Tūmanako Exhibition. This is an annual event to promote 

world peace, with students across Wellington contributing artworks that represent their views of 

peace.   

Working alongside the Wellington Major, Andy Foster, Caitlyn and Torsten not only led the 

proceedings for the 200 guests at the Johnsonville Community Hall, but they also delivered powerful 

peace-themed speeches to the audience.  

Over 100 artworks from children in the Wellington region are now on display in the Johnsonville 

library, including numerous pieces from our Wadestown students. 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 



Upcoming School Events 
PTA Meeting – Monday 15 August @7pm at Weld Street 

The next PTA Meeting will be happening at Weld Street at 7pm on Monday 15 August. 

Book Week 2022 

A "heads up" that this year's Book Week will be held during the first week of Term 4 (17-21 October). 

More information about Book Week will be sent out later this term. 

Volunteers to Help with Book Baskets at Weld St 

Are you available to help out with mending and replacing books for the Book Baskets used at Weld 

St? Our librarian, Derek Piper, would welcome any help with this task any time between 9.00-

10.30am on Thursdays this term. Please email him at derek@wadestown.school.nz if you may be 

available. 

Scholastic Lucky Book Club  

All Lucky Book Club orders, both online and hard copy, are due by next Friday 19 August. 

School News 
2022 Term Dates 

Please note that changes to these dates are possible; especially those events that could be 

impacted by Covid. Some events will be confirmed closer to the time in accordance with the Covid 

Protection Framework. 

Date:  Upcoming Event:  

Monday 15 August Yr 7 Boostrix Immunisation in Hall  

PTA Meeting @ 7pm at Weld Street 

Dance Splash Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser 

Tuesday 16 August Western Zone Netball (Yr 5-8) 

Wednesday 17 August Kōwhai and Rata Swimming  

mailto:derek@wadestown.school.nz


Yr 5-6 Camp Parent Helper Meeting @6pm in Rm4 

Thursday 18 August Western Zone Netball (postponement date) 

ASB Sport - Rooms 0,1 & 3 

Friday 19 August ICAS English exam in Hall @ 9.15am 

Rimu Swimming 

Monday 22 August ICAS Science exam in Hall @ 9.15am 

Tuesday 23 August  Rimu Camp 

Simon Bull (British High Commissioner) speaking to Yr 7-8 

Wednesday 24 August Rimu Camp 

Kōwhai and Rata Swimming  

NIWA Science Fair 

Thursday 25 August Rimu Camp 

ASB Sport - Rooms 0,1 & 3 

PTA Fundraising Quiz and Online Auction @ Shepherds Arms 

NIWA Judging Day – Science Fair projects from Kōwhai students 

Friday 26 August Rimu Camp 

House Competition 4 - Goal Football Kōwhai (12.40 pm) 

Monday 29 August Strike Performances 

Kōwhai Camp - Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser 

Tuesday 30 August Mathswell - HIBS @7pm 

House Competition 4 - Goal Football Rimu (12.40 pm) 

Wednesday 31 August, 
Thursday 1 September 

School Photos 

Wednesday 7 
September 

Wadestown School Board Election Day 

Tuesday 13 September Wadestown School Board Vote Counting 

Wednesday 14 
September 

New Wadestown School Board takes office 



POHUTUKAWA Te Papa trip 
Our Pohutukawa students visited Te Papa on Tuesday. The trip was to support student's learning 

about New Zealand History - how Maori people were the first people to arrive in Aotearoa, New 

Zealand and how Maori people were able to navigate the Pacific. The students got to see Waka 

Haurua. They loved the "Eye of Maui" statue and the Language Barrel in particular as when they 

rolled the barrel they could hear different languages all speaking the word "moana". 

 

  



WADESTOWN ROVING REPORTERS 
Term 3 Basketball action is heating up! 

Wadestown has 5 teams learning and playing Basketball in the competitions at Nairnville Recreation 

Centre. The Year 3/4 Whirlwinds play Mondays. The Hotshots and the Titans play in the Tuesday 

Year 5/6 competition and the Year 7/8 teams, the Hypers and the Novas, light it up on Friday nights. 

The Whirlwinds are going great guns and had a close game against Newlands this week. Sylvia was 

player of the day and Roxy is playing fantastic and picked up player of the day the week before. The 

team could really do with another player or two to round out the team. Text Kirdan 021 264 7336 if 

you have kids that are keen! 

Hotshots champ James McArthur 
puts on some moves!

 

Against Crofton Downs in their first game, the Year 5/6 

Hotshots won 74-14. The whole team played really well 

with good defence and plenty of buckets. James McArthur 

was player of the game. The team is looking forward to the 

rest of the season and hope the rest of the basketball 

teams go well too. 

The Year 5/6 Titans have played two games. They lost the 

first game – down in the first half, but nearly got back in the 

second half. Jude Mclaughlin got player of the day and got 

a lot of baskets.  

The Titans won their second game 30 to 9. Finn Marshall 

got player of the day and did a good job backing up and 

getting rebounds. 

The year 7/8 Novas basketball team played in the A grade in term 2. They had some big wins and 

some convincing losses. Every Sunday morning is practice day and the kids all have their own 

goals they are working on. The team has improved immensely since the start of the year and are 

all able to make a lay-up now.  

First up this season, the Novas won against Raroa. A star player for the Novas was Braedon and 

Isaac played really well against Newlands last week. The Hypers have lost to Newlands but beat 

St Brigids last week. The Hypers could also do with another player if there are kids keen to try 

basketball (Text Kirdan). A big thanks for Stafford Thompson for taking the Sunday practices for 

the year 7/8 teams! 

And thanks to all the roving basketball reporters: Sylvia, Oliver, Will, Isaac and Theo! 



100 days at weld street 

  



COMMUNITY  NEWS 
Wadestown Toy Library Pasta Fundraiser! 

It was so popular last year that we are running it again! 

Lasagnes, gnocchi, pesto, and more. Gluten Free and Vegan 

available 

Order 

online:  http://www.pastavera.co.nz/FROrder.aspx?Organisation=WadestownToyLibrary2022 

Check your email for instructions 

Orders close on Monday 22 August 

Delivery to local suburbs on 5 September 

A percentage of profit goes to Wadestown Toy Library 

Thank you for your support! 

Otari Wilton’s Bush Open Day 

Who would have thought, so close to suburbia and the CBD, you would find ancient forests, towering 

rimu, rātā, tōtara and mātai trees, steep gullies and streams and such thick, tangled undergrowth 

you could easily get lost if you went off track? Or that you could walk among the single biggest 

collection of New Zealand’s native plants, from all around the country, in a botanic garden dedicated 

to their conservation? Or that the stream flowing through the heart of all of this, the Kaiwharawhara, 

could be such a remarkably protected catchment given its urban location and past use as a city 

rubbish tip?  Or even, that you could have a picnic in a forest clearing? 

Come and see for yourself! 

Ōtari-Wilton’s Bush is hosting an open day from 10am -2pm on Saturday 17th September. Some 

of the activities on hand include “behind the scenes” science laboratory and nursery tours, a weaving 

workshop with traditional herbal teas, a raffle, and information on how you and your family can get 

involved in the ongoing preservation of Ōtari-Wilton’s Bush. 

Clothing and More Sale 

For Conservation Week this year, Nga Manu is holding a ''pre-loved clothing and more sale'' as a 

Wildlife Fundraiser.  Renew your wardrobe for Spring and support our wildlife at the same time. 

We are looking for good quality items that we can proudly sell at our fundraiser. This is an 

opportunity to sort out the clothing you're tired of and give them a new life with someone else, 

rather than discard them. 

Retro, vintage and designer clothing and accessories are especially welcome. 

http://www.pastavera.co.nz/FROrder.aspx?Organisation=WadestownToyLibrary2022


Please donate these items: 

■  Adult and children's sized clothing welcome 

■  Accessories including belts, hats, scarves, sunglasses, jewellery and shoes. 

■  Clothing and accessories must be in good condition and not need repairs. 

■  No undergarments or bathers please. 

■  Business attire. 

■  Outdoor clothing and footwear. 

Books of the natural world, flora and fauna are encouraged. 

Donate your quality items, to the Visitor Centre no later than Sunday 28th August. 

We are also looking for volunteers to help sort the clothing during the week as well as help sell on 

Saturday and Sunday. Shifts during the week are flexible between 9-5pm. On the weekend, 

volunteers would work four-hour shifts. 

Please contact Sonja at volunteercoordinator@ngamanu.org.nz if you can help. 

When: 

Saturday September 11th, 10am to 4pm 

Sunday September 12th, 10am to 3pm 

Where: 

Robins Nest building, Nga Manu Nature Reserve 

74 Ngā Manu Reserve Road, Waikanae 

CodeCamp October Holiday Programs Now Open + MetaSchool 
Launch 

We're super stoked to announce we are launching a product we've been developing to empower 

and equip our children with digital meta skills for their future. 

Meta21 is our brand new Metaverse platform. An exciting new way for your children to engage 

directly with one another and their learning in a 3d immersive environment. Meta21 allows your 

children to get a taste of the next huge area in technology Web3.0. Getting the chance to be ahead 

of the curve, and be experts at navigating and creating the Metaverse before anyone else! Our 

network is closed & safe so that our children can learn to become responsible digital citizens. 

Facebook investing $10 Billion this year and is expecting mass adoption. They have now rebranded 

their name to Meta! 

Meta21 will be directly integrated into every part of the holiday program, with it being a way for them 

to share, upload, and plan their projects out. Culminating with using it at the end of the week, to be 

able to literally walk you through every stage of their development journey. 

https://hr379.keap-link008.com/v2/click/7e48a5b8217f2ba4eb5101e45cec6288/eJyNj0sLgkAUhf_LXUs-wXQnIjJoLqLWMegFh3Qcxmsg4n9vrHBV0PY8vsNZgFBySayBGFrthxFYoLEWSqCkdJDE65fpOp5jQSfkPdfDpCBevjV3f1OPQRBZQLNCk7ick7RgVX4rWVWYpOLaDPyD8T0vCHdOdkpYCev6E4y9oOxh2CPEpCfc7jTCXKKr7rYNIjXGtt0jcc89jHU7DJ1tilwplM3ncoHzu74-ATCwXVY=


3D Design Course 

The Metaverse will be full of designers & developers. We are now able to offer a new Design 

Programme. 3D Design is a cross-disciplined and can be used in Architecture, construction, 

engineering, media & entertainment, game design, XR (VR & AR) etc. 

Using our own 3D Design platform Meta21. With a full Architecture Kit, students will learn the basics 

of 3D modelling and create their own 3D Spaces. We're building our own Virtual Head Office with it. 

Here is a sneak peek www.meta21.school 

Note: Our new virtual space can only hold 30 visitors in each room but you can spectate from the 

lobby, which holds 70 if you're having trouble.. 

Our talented team can create a virtual space for your school or business Contact Peter 021 713714 

or email peter@codecamp.co.nz 

To book https://codecamp.co.nz/thorndon-

holiday/?inf_contact_key=d8294d85b3f75e273dd4c0de4c6e829c 
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