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Te Whakatipu me to Honohono Hei Akonga: Growing and Connecting as Learners  

Kia ora koutou,  

There is a real buzz across the school as staff and parents work together to prepare this year’s 

Matariki celebration. Matariki is the Maori New Year and for the first time ever, this has been 

recognised with its own national holiday on Friday 24 June.  For us at Wadestown, we are hoping to 

build on the success of last year’s Matariki breakfast. In talking with whānau about their highlights 

for 2021, last year’s celebration is often referenced and something that everyone enjoyed being a 

part of. This year, we are once again committed to coming together as a community to reconnect 

with one another.  

Yesterday saw our students from the Pohutukawa Team (Years 1 - 2) visit the Dowse Art Gallery in 

Lower Hutt as part of their learning about Matariki. The students were invited to make their own 

Matariki lantern; possibly some children will bring these with them to our upcoming celebration. 

Thank you to those parents who accompanied the teachers on this trip. 

If you have the ability to assist in any way with our Matariki event, please get in touch with Michelle 

Crutchley (PTA Chair) or Okiwa Short or by emailing Megan Smith in the office.  

We have seen the return of our Rose Street Assemblies part way through this term, and once again, 

it feels as though these events are providing our students with an opportunity to collectively celebrate 

their learning and their achievements. This week’s Assembly, led by our stunning student leaders, 

saw students from each class from across the school, reflecting on our school values. Using our 

value of ‘Gratitude’ each student shared what they were grateful for. Many students spoke of their 

gratitude for the opportunities available to them at school, while others reflected on how fortunate 

they are to have a number of the home comforts that many others (across Wellington, NZ and the 

world) are unable to access. Another highlight of our Rose Street Assemblies is the House Points 

tally reveal. The excitement around this is quite infectious, as is the team spirit from each of our 

houses.  

Today sees a visit from the Principal and Deputy Principal of Belfast School. Sue and Kris are visiting 

us from Christchurch to learn more about how we operate as one school, across two sites. Their 

school is experiencing roll growth that will see them become a split site; much like Wadestown 

School.  We are excited to share our school with them and to discuss how we manage the 

complexities and opportunities of a split site. We anticipate that we will learn as much from them as 

they do from us. Being able to partner with other educational leaders in this professional capacity is 

http://www.wadestown.school.nz/


something that I really relish in this role. It reminds us that we are all learners, and that there is much 

to be gained from sharing and listening to others’ perspectives and experiences.  

Ngā mihi nui,  
Amanda Frater  
Tumuaki/Principal  

 

 

 
Pohutukawa Team photos from The Dowse Art Gallery trip 

  



UPDATE: Fire Evacuation at Rose Street - 

Thursday afternoon 

As many of you will be aware, yesterday saw us 

having to evacuate the school at Rose Street, due to 

a fire alarm at 2:50pm. The students and staff did an 

excellent job of evacuating the school quickly and waiting 

until the Fire Brigade arrived. Thank you for your 

patience yesterday afternoon as we waited for the Fire 

Brigade to arrive onsite.  

This is the reason that the newsletter is being published 

later than it normally would be.  

Matariki Community Celebration - Thursday 23 June @ 7:30am  

The Whānau Group, with the assistance of the staff and PTA are delighted to announce that we will 

once again, come together to celebrate Matariki this year. In anticipation of the popularity of this 

event, this year’s event will look slightly different to our 2021 Matariki Breakfast celebration. Planning 

for this year’s event has taken into account the current Covid climate and the inability for us to be 

able to socially distance in the hall.  

Please join us on the bottom quad in front of Rooms 16 and 17. Students, parents and staff are 

encouraged to dress warmly and to bring their own ‘keep cup’ and blanket with them. Hot drinks 

(inclusive of hot chocolate and marshmallows) will be available and students are also invited to bring 

a torch if they wish.  

Whānau can also enjoy a hot sausage from the BBQ for a koha donation or can BYO breakfast 

picnic. The money raised from the sausage sizzle will go towards the purchase of t-shirts for our 

Kapa Haka group.   

Please remember to have a mask with you and to ensure that you are socially distancing; most 

especially when inside. We will have hand sanitiser available and we would encourage you to turn 

on the bluetooth function on your phone.  

Mid-Year Reporting to Parents  

Teachers are currently writing reports for students. Each child will receive their own report ahead of 

the upcoming Three Way Conferences. I would encourage you to attend these with your child; as 

this provides an opportunity for students to discuss with both their parents and their teachers how 



they are progressing in reading, writing and mathematics at this point in the year. Further information 

about how to book a Three Way Conference, will be shared with you all shortly.  

Upcoming Swimming Lessons - Term 3  

Next term will see all students participating in swimming lessons at Johnsonville Pool as part 

of the PE and Health Curriculum. This is a piece of work that Cathrine Wilkinson has been 

working on and we are pleased to have secured both the pool booking and the instructors 

for this year. Further details about what these lessons will involve will be shared shortly. The 

lessons will be pitched to meet the individual needs of each child; meaning that if your child 

is already a confident swimmer, they will also be provided with opportunities that meet their 

needs.  

Te Reo Lesson with Matua Alwyn Rees 

We are delighted to share that we now have a dedicated Te Reo teacher across the school. 

Each class will be working with Matua Alwyn to extend their use and understanding of Te 

Reo and Te Ao Maori, on a fortnightly basis. Alwyn visited each class on Tuesday 

accompanied by two of our Year 8 Leaders; Paige Pearce and James Van Der Zouwe. Alwyn 

works across a number of local schools including Khandallah, Cashmere Avenue and 

Johnsonville Schools. As well as working with our students, Alwyn will be working alongside 

our kaiako (teachers) to support them in their reo-learning journey. Alwyn is a hugely 

experienced teacher who bases his language learning around oral language. Having worked 

with him myself previously, I know that the students really engage with his lessons.   

Playground Craze - Pokemon Cards 

The current playground craze appears to be pokemon cards and I am aware that students 

are inclined to want to bring them to school to play with or to trade with others. Like with all 

‘playground crazes’, there is a current frenzy around these cards.  

A friendly reminder that if students choose to bring these cards to school, it is at their own 

risk. Teachers cannot be responsible for the loss or damage of personal property.  Please 

remind your child of this and help them to make a decision that best suits them.   

Road Patrol - Driver Behaviour  

During the winter months we are faced with increased rain and high winds. On a few 

occasions, we deem it necessary for our students to do Road Patrol duty without the signs. 



In such conditions, and for the safety of our students, we require parents and caregivers to 

drive with extra caution and reduced speed.   

Rose Street Site Drop Off Zone 

When using the Drop Off Zone on Mairangi Road, please do not leave your car as this causes 

a backlog of cars and can pose a danger to students who are exiting or entering our Rose 

Street entrance.  Where a teacher feels a parent has been waiting for an extended period of 

time, it is reasonable for them to request that you move off.  

Road Safety for our Children - Upcoming Community Consultation  

I am currently working with a group of staff and parents to review Road Safety here at 

Wadestown School. This piece of work has been an ongoing one, and it aims to understand:  

1. How do our students travel to and from school? 

2. How do our parents support our students to travel to and from school? 

3. How safe our students are on our roads e.g. at pedestrian crossings?  

4. What we could do differently as a schooling community to increase the safety of our 

students? 

We would like to encourage all parents to complete this survey to help provide us with the 

most up-to-date data and information possible.  

Out of Zone Ballot for 2022 (Terms 3 and 4)  

We are currently running an out of zone ballot for selected places across the school. We 

have limited places (up to three spaces) in the following areas of the school; new entrants, 

Year 3 and Year 4. These places were recently advised in the Independent newspaper and 

the Dominion Post.  

Interested parties can contact the office for further information and details about how to apply 

for one of these places.    

PTA Parent’s Party - this Saturday night @ 7:30pm Wilton Bowling Club   

Thank you for the overwhelming support of this event for 2022. At last count, there were a few, final 

tickets available for sale for those of you who are still looking to attend. Please email: 

ptawadestownschool@gmail.com to secure your tickets.  

mailto:ptawadestownschool@gmail.com


I would like to extend my sincere thanks to this year’s organising committee; Paul Fuge, Tim Bennett, 

Steve Pilcher and Jeff Marshall who have done a stunning job of ensuring that this long standing 

tradition has carried on. They have worked successfully to locate sponsorship, and have put hours 

of work into ensuring that our schooling community will have an enjoyable evening.  



PTA Meeting - Monday 20 June @ 7:00pm  

Please join us at Weld Street next Monday for this term’s PTA meeting. For those of you who 

would like to join us via google meet, please email Megan to get the link for this meeting.   

Bring along your ideas and come to meet some new parents. A friendly reminder that all Wadestown 

School parents are automatically part of the PTA and everyone is welcome to attend a meeting. And 

that they'll only come away with actions if they want them. Coming to the PTA meeting is a wonderful 

way to connect with other parents and help our school deliver the best for our tamariki! 

Student Absences during Term Time and Overseas Travel  

From time to time, there are reasons in which a family might select to take their child/ren out 

of school during term time. Now that the borders have reopened we are starting to see an 

increase in families travelling overseas.  

If you plan to take your child/ren out of school during term time, please remember to email 

me (amandaf@wadestown.school.nz) with the dates that your child/ren will be away as this 

is a requirement of all parents.  

Please note that teachers cannot be expected to set work for this period of time but can be 

available to discuss with you ways in which you can support your child/ren to learn while you 

are away. Most importantly, we would strongly encourage your child/ren to keep up with their 

reading while away. I thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter.  

Parent Volunteers for Rimu Camp - El Rancho  

Thank you to the parents who have volunteered their time to attend our first camp of the year for our 

Year 5 and 6s at El Rancho Camp in Waikanae. We are thrilled that our students can go to camp 

this year; after the very hard decision to postpone the camp in March due to Covid. As this camp will 

be held in the cooler months of the year, the Rimu Team is putting together a timetable that will be 

adapted to the Term 3 weather. We would suggest that a wetsuit, a decent raincoat and a large 

torch might be worth bringing along to this year’s camp!  

Camp will always remain a highlight of the schooling year and I know that Amy, Ashleigh, Cole and 

Claudia will ensure that this year’s camp will once again, create important memories and provide 

new and challenging experiences for our students.  

Remediation to Purakau Ave  

The Ministry of Education is looking to complete works to remediate Purakau Ave. These works are 

set down to begin on Monday 20 June, however this is weather permitting. As we receive further 

mailto:amandaf@wadestown.school.nz


confirmation of this work we will pass it on. Please be aware that there will be disruptions to this 

accessway for a period of time.  

Upcoming School Board Parent Election 2022 

This is a timely reminder to ensure that your contact information - and most importantly - your email 

address is up-to-date. If your details have changed, please let Megan Smith know so we can 

update your details. You can share your updated email address with Megan at 

megan@wadestown.school.nz 

Board Election Timeline 

 Date 

Close main school roll Wednesday 13 July 
Term 2 school holidays 

Call for nominations Friday 15 July 
Term 2 school holidays 

Close supplementary school roll Wednesday 3 August 
Week 2, Term 3 

Nominations close Wednesday 3 August at 12pm 
Week 2, Term 3 

Last current Board meeting Wednesday 7 August 
Week 3, Term 3 

Board of Trustees Election Day Wednesday 7 September 
Week 7, Term 3 

Vote counting Tuesday 13 September 
Week 8, Term 3 

New Board takes office Wednesday 14 September 
Week 8, Term 3 

Upcoming School Events 
Second-hand Book Sale 

In the last week of the term our Year 8 Library Leaders, Braedon Macdonald and Hauraki Kawharu-

Wells, are organising a Second-hand Book Sale at both school sites. We invite students to bring to 

school any books they no longer want before the end of June. There is a box in the Weld St library 

and another in the Rose St library for the donated books. Funds raised will be used to buy new 

library books chosen by the Library Leaders. More details about the Book Sale will be communicated 

closer to the time. 

mailto:megan@wadestown.school.nz


Sports results 
Inter Zone Cross Country – results 

 
 

Boys 
IZ Placing  

Girls 
IZ Placing 

Year 4 Marcus Kruger dnf Luca Cunningham 3 

 
Harrison Sutton dns Eve Latham 13 

 
Seth Louden 46 

  

Year 5 Hugo Jones 1 Ariana Huynh 7 

 
Peter Cottingham 18 Alexia Langford 11 

 
Declan Mendis 4 

  

 
Jacob Gray dns 

  

Year 6 Vaughn Kruger 28 Harriet Dreyer 11 

 
Leo Smith 38 Zara Delahunty 18 

 
Finn Marshall 39 Lucy Louden dns 

   
Sylvia Palmer 31 

   
Charlotte Robinson 22 

Year 7 Isaac Thompson 2 Victoria George 4 

 
Wilbur Weston dns Florence George 9 

Year 8 Sammy Bulbulia Smart 8 Fifi Weston dns 

 
Jude Rumball-Smith 15 Alexandra Dreyer 18 

 
Hamish Luscombe 13 Elsie Rumball-Smith 13 

 

  



Regional Cross Country Team - 2022 

Congratulations to the following students who finished in the top 10 at the Inter Zone Cross Country 

event that was held yesterday in muddy conditions at MacAlister Park. These athletes will go on to 

represent Primary Sport Wellington at the Greater Wellington Primary and Intermediate Schools 

Cross Country Championships on Tuesday 5 July at Harcourt Park in Upper Hutt. We wish them all 

the best for their upcoming races. 

A special mention to Luca Cunningham, Hugo Jones and Isaac Thompson who were podium 

finishers in their respective events.  

Age Group Athlete Inter Zone Placing 

Year 4  Girls Luca Cunningham 3 

Year 5 Boys Hugo Jones 1 
 

Declan Mendis 4 

Year 5 Girls Ariana Huynh 7 
 

Alexia Langford 11 - first reserve 

Year 6 Girls Harriet Dreyer 11 - first reserve 

Year 7 Boys Isaac Thompson 2  

Year 7 Girls Victoria George 4 
 

Florence George 9 

Year 8 Boys Sammy Bulbulia Smart 8 

 

  



School News 
2022 Term Dates 

Please note that changes to these dates are possible; especially those events that could be impacted by 

Covid. Some events will be confirmed closer to the time in accordance with the Covid Protection Framework. 

Date:  Upcoming Event:  

Saturday 18 June  Parent’s Party - Wadestown Bowling Club 

Monday 20 June PTA Meeting @ 7 pm 

Tuesday 21 June Western Zone Swimming 

Board of Trustees Meeting @ 7pm 

Thursday 23 June Matariki Community Celebration @ 7:30am  
Rooms 16 and 17 

Friday 24 June  Matariki - Public Holiday 

school closed  

Monday 27 June Rata ASB Sports (Year 3 and 4) 

Wednesday 29 June Parent Information Evening 
“Navigating the Adolescent Years” with Kathryn Berkett 
Allan Gibbs Centre at Wellington College @ 6.45pm. 

Friday 1 July Cross Country at Weld Street @ 12 pm 

Year 7 & 8 - Disco on Wheels  
(Kilbirnie Rec Centre) - TBC 

Mid-Year School Reports sent home 

Tuesday 5 July Regional Cross Country 

 Parent Teacher Conferences (Rose and Weld) 

Thursday 7 July Parent Teacher Conferences (Rose and Weld)  

Friday 8 July Last day of Term 2 

Wednesday 13 July Main School Roll is closed for BOT elections 

Friday 15 July Call for BOT nominations 

Monday 25 July First day of Term 3 

Wednesday 3 August Supplementary Roll closes for BOT Elections 

Friday 5 August Nominations Close for BOT Elections 

Tuesday 9 August Kāhui Ako Kapa Haka Festival at Wellington College 

Wednesday 10 August Board of Trustees Meeting @7pm 



Voting Papers sent out for BOT Elections 

Wednesday 7 
September 

BOT Election Day 

Tuesday 13 September BOT Vote Counting 

Wednesday 14 
September 

New Board of Trustees takes office 

Community/Whanau notices 
Wellington Bridge – A Game for Life 

Does your child want to learn to play Bridge these July school holidays? 

For more information go to https://www.playbridge.co.nz/wellington-school-holiday-programme/ 

Singing at Wellington Cathedral of St Paul 

Does your child love to sing? Wellington Cathedral of St Paul is currently recruiting for more singers 

aged 8-15 to join the Cathedral Choristers. This is a terrific way to gain a musical education and 

learn vocal technique from one of the foremost conductors in the country free of charge. Please see 

this link for more information, and this link to hear the Choristers talk about their own experience. 

For further information or to organise an audition, please contact Michael Stewart at 

dom@wellingtoncathedral.org.nz 

CodeCamp July Holiday Program now open 

This course caters to all skill levels, from kids who have never touched programming but want to 

get stuck in, to those that are already developing on their own! Projects are student driven allowing 

them to make something that they're truly excited and passionate about! With tutors on hand to help 

with any problems! 

The programme follows a four day structure, with the children breaking off into groups working in 

same language! Spending the four days planning, refining and creating, Culminating in 

presentations on the final day, allowing you to come in and see first hand what your child has made! 

For more information and/or booking click here 

https://www.playbridge.co.nz/wellington-school-holiday-programme/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-HEUkpsReXGAQRKnyMf56lBavVK4YD7tx0l4uj2hpu0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CS_i091q8mE
mailto:dom@wellingtoncathedral.org.nz
https://codecamp.co.nz/thorndon-holiday/?inf_contact_key=83eb50ce41862820045772449f9e3237


Navigating the Adolescent Years - A parent information evening for our whānau 

and caregivers 

It is with great pleasure that we promote 

the first parent information evening for Te 

Kāhui Ako o te Whanganui-a-Tara. All 

whānau/caregivers from our 9 schools in 

our Kāhui Ako are invited to attend this 

event "Navigating the Adolescent Years" 

with Kathryn Berkett.   

Wellington College is delighted to be 

hosting this Kāhui Ako event, on 

Wednesday 29th June, at 6:45pm in the 

Allan Gibbs Centre.  Kathryn is an 

accomplished speaker who has a Masters 

in Educational Psychology, and has 

worked and trained in the area of 

Neuroscience for over 15 years.  We hope 

you will be able to join us to learn more 

about the adolescent brain, understanding 

behaviour change, device use, and much 

more.  This presentation is suitable for 

those with children from the ages of 10 

plus however all are welcome.  

See the poster below and register your (free) seat here. 

Winter illness and RSV 

Cold, flu and other respiratory viruses including respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) are common in 

schools and early learning centres during winter. These illnesses can be easily spread by sneezes 

or cough droplets. 

RSV infections may progress to cause pneumonia and bronchiolitis, especially in infants. 

Common symptoms: 

● a runny nose 

● coughing or sneezing 

https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/kathryn-berkett-navigating-the-adolescent-years-tickets-361436214447
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/kathryn-berkett-navigating-the-adolescent-years-tickets-361436214447


● fever 

● wheezing and difficulty 

breathing 

● loss of appetite 

● difficulty feeding due to 

breathlessness 

Remember: 

● Anyone who is unwell should 

stay at home until they are 

symptom free and feeling well. 

Your child should not return to 

school or early learning until 24 

hours after their symptoms 

(cough, runny nose) have gone. 

● Wash and dry hands thoroughly and often to stop the spread of illness.  

● Shortness of breath or abnormally rapid breathing always requires immediate medical 

attention. 

For more information: 

www.rph.org.nz/public-health-topics/early-childhood-centres/fact-sheets/respiratory-

infections/ 

Karori Recreation Centres July School Holiday Programme is now 

open for bookings! 

From Gala Day and Space Place, to WOW and MasterChef, there will be something for everyone. 

Bring your friends along for a fun action packed July School Holiday Programme. 

For any enquiries, please call us on 04 476 80 90 

To book, head to wellington.govt.nz/holidayprogrammes 

http://www.rph.org.nz/public-health-topics/early-childhood-centres/fact-sheets/respiratory-infections/
http://www.rph.org.nz/public-health-topics/early-childhood-centres/fact-sheets/respiratory-infections/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwellington.govt.nz%2Fholidayprogrammes&data=05%7C01%7CNatasha.Peetz%40wcc.govt.nz%7Cdaf6d1dbea1947f7e23e08da49be1dc6%7Cf187ad074f704d719a80dfb0191578ae%7C0%7C0%7C637903378135417109%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I%2BapPLNF9wIEl9PgSaLrqowzBN2r0CBOx8IKLHfsCsA%3D&reserved=0


 

Pride Lands Fun Holiday Adventures  

Winter holidays at Western Suburbs Rugby Club (Wilton) and Southern Suburbs SWIS 

(Berhampore) 

Dates: 11–22 July 2022 from 7am-6pm daily 

Fees: Daily $81.04/cub per session or; 

 Weekly $324.16 per cub/week 

Social Development: Interactive Activities and NO TV or Video Games, Cooking, Fitness, and Life 

Skills Programme creating healthy Breakfast, Morning Tea, Lunch and Afternoon Teas. 

Qualified 1st Aid Trained Activities Coordinators and Youth Mentors 

One-on-one care and shuttle services available. 

MSD Approved & WINZ subsidies are available for eligible families. 

Please contact us: 0800 PRIDE 4 U Or Register online: www.pridelands.co.nz or Visit our Facebook 

page: www.facebook.com/pridelandschildcare 

http://www.pridelands.org.nz/
http://www.facebook.com/PrideLandsChildcare


 

Noel Leemings and KidsCan 

From Monday 20 June to Sunday 3 July Noel Leemings are having amazing deals for you. 2.5% of 

total sales goes to KidsCan.  

 


