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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whānau,

Kia ora, and welcome to Term 3 with the Rimu Team. It has been great to see our students come back from their
holiday break enthusiastic and ready to learn. We are in for a fun and creative, yet busy term. The Rimu students
are a fantastic group of children and Jo, Jess and I feel lucky to work alongside them.

This is the third of our team newsletters for the year. Its main purpose is to keep you informed of the organisation,
expectations, key events and learning your child will be engaged in throughout Term 3.

Curriculum Overview

Reading
To commence the term, all students will be involved in reading rotation sessions with their class teacher. The focus
will be on performance plays. Character development, understanding, negotiation, creativity and storytelling are
just some of the skills and techniques the pupils will look at. After this, we will then dive into an engaging and
motivating reading comprehension unit of work called ‘Destination Sea.’ Students will read and navigate their way
around our School Journals and learn about different sea creatures and environments.

Writing
Writing will once again be across all areas of the curriculum with a particular focus on narrative writing and poetry.
The students will consolidate their editing and re-crafting skills and use a set criteria to give and receive
constructive feedback from peers.

Mathematics
We begin this term with multiplication and division. The students learn and practise various strategies to help solve
problems within the realm of whole numbers and decimals. In the last half of the term, the students will be
focusing on fractions, proportions and ratios, by showing their understanding and applying them to everyday
situations. Each Friday, there will be a focus on Geometry - shape and space. The children will be grouped within
their classes according to their individual stages and needs. Students will again take part in mixed ability and whole
class problem solving challenges.

Science
We will be doing a variety of hands-on ‘Arts based’ science experiments which will be engaging and again enlighten
our student’s curiosity about science. Our inquiry focus this term links well to the Physical World of the science
curriculum.

In the final week of term, we will be visiting the Science Roadshow which is a mobile science discovery centre.
Annually it travels the length of New Zealand, bringing a range of cool interactive science and technology exhibits
into the communities. The mission of the Science Roadshow is to support science education in New Zealand
schools through science outreach. A visit to the Science Roadshow is a fun, exciting and interactive learning
experience of science for children. It includes live shoes and hands-on exhibits that broaden students’ knowledge
of science, technology, engineering and mathematics. Each year the shows, themes and exhibits change, so there is
always something new for students to learn and engage with.



Inquiry
As outlined in the Term 1 and 2 newsletter, our school wide theme for 2021 is ‘Diversity’ (Rerekētanga). The term
three focus is on understanding diversity through the Arts curriculum, and will be integrated throughout other
curriculum areas.

EPro 8 Challenge
The Rimu team is participating this week in a week-long STEAM programme. Each class is divided up into groups
and given time to complete set tasks which integrate science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics. Each
group has a brief to go by and then has to construct an apparatus using the equipment provided. This is new to the
Rimu team this year and we are all looking forward to a week of fun, yet challenging activities.

Te Reo Māori
The focus this term is the Kitchen. The students will be extending their knowledge of vocabulary relating to the
kitchen and kai which will include simple phrases, sentence structures, questions and answers.
Hemi Prime our kapa haka kiako will still be teaching all Rimu Team students Kapa Haka on Thursday mornings from
9.55 am - 10.40 am. However, a group of Rimu Students have been asked to join the Kōwhai Kapa Haka to practise
towards the Kapa Haka festival which will be held towards the end of the term or early next term (TBC).

Term 3 Reo-athon
A Reo-athon is a Spellathon fundraiser of Te Reo Māori words. Students aim to learn how to spell as many words
from a given list as they can, and seek sponsors to support them. Later this term students will receive a list of
words and a sponsorship form. They will be tested in Te Wiki o Te Reo (Māori Language Week). It is a great
opportunity for students to increase their knowledge of Reo while raising some money for our school.

Visual Arts
Students will be looking at various arts from around both the Pacific and the wider World. They will be developing
their skills in painting, drawing and mixed media. They will be choosing a piece of art from their repertoire of
artwork they have completed over the last three terms, to display at our School Art Gallery in the last week of
term.

Physical Education and Health
Each Monday, Wednesday and Friday we continue with class fitness sessions and each Thursday we have Rimu
Team fitness. However, this is all weather dependent. On Tuesday afternoons we have Rimu Sport where all the
Rimu classes come together for P.E. skills. The activities this term are focused around invasion skills linked to
unihoc, handball and touch rugby. Also, netball and hockey Western Zone events are throughout this term.

We are continuing to work on our Growth Mindset and understanding that making mistakes is part of the students'
learning process. Also, setting realistic and attainable goals, and strategies that will help to achieve them. Keeping
a positive mindset is an on-going focus for everyone.

Homework
Like the last two terms, the students will continue their homework via Google Classroom. It will be given out on
Monday and the pupils work their way through the tasks and complete these by Friday. It will consist of teacher
set Mathletics tasks, 15-20 minutes daily reading, individual spelling lists and basic facts. Please ensure your child
turns in their homework on Google Classroom each Friday. Book Bingo awards are available for children to work
towards and gain valuable House points for each level they achieve. The homework is designed to be flexible and
allows each student to manage and organise their time around after school commitments. Term 3’s homework
guidelines went home on Monday in your child’s homework book.

Communication with Teachers
If you have anything you wish to discuss with your child’s classroom teacher, please feel free to make contact via
email and we can arrange to meet or chat on the phone. To ensure an urgent message gets to your child please do
this through the school office, not the class teacher’s email, as there is very little opportunity to clear emails during
the school day.

Amy Maddock (Room 4, Team Leader) - amy@wadetown.school.nz
Jess Keetley (Room 5) - jessica@wadestown.school.nz
Jo Hamid (Room 6) - jo@wadestown.school.nz
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Useful Reminders
● Classrooms are open from 8:30 am. Children should not be at school before 8:30 am. Arrival time

between 8:30 am and 8:45 am, ensures they have enough time to organise their belongings and be
ready for the 8:55 am bell. Students who arrive later than this bell must sign in at the office.

● Students are to bring a water bottle to school everyday. This is so they can keep hydrated in class
during the day.

● Mobile phones are the students’ responsibility and remain in their school bag throughout the day
unless specific permission has been given by a teacher.

● Please make sure all items of school uniform are clearly named. Without this lost items are unlikely
to be returned to the owner. The children are responsible for all their items of clothing and
stationery, including the retrieval of lost pieces.

● Students bringing scooters to school need to remember their helmets and licence. New licences can
be obtained through the office.

● Year 6 students doing Road Patrol are expected to arrive at school at 8:15 am to set up for their duty.
Where a child is unable to fulfil their Road Patrol duty due to illness or absence from school, we ask
that you inform the school by no later than 8:00am so we can find a replacement. It is difficult to do
Road Patrol without the required number of students.

In the Rimu Team we aim to encourage an environment where making mistakes is a natural part of the learning
process and students take the lead in solving and taking responsibility for problems. We will support students in
this learning and they should come to their teacher in the first instance. Dealing with issues straight away reduces
the anxiety for all parties. ‘A problem shared is a problem halved.’

We look forward to working with you once again throughout Term 3.

Ngā mihi nui
Amy Maddock (Team Leader), Jess Keetley and Jo Hammid
(Rimu Team Teachers)̄

Rimu  Activity Fees

Amount charged to Student Statement $100.00

Term 3 Costs

Cultural Extravaganza Performance $6.00

E-Pro 8 $7.50

Science Roadshow $14.00

Term 3 Activity Fee TOTAL $27.50

Term 1 $38.00

Term 2 $17.00

Term 3 $27.50

Activity Fee Total Spent $82.50


