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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whānau, 
 
Nau mai, haere mai.  Welcome to term two with the 
Kōwhai Syndicate. This is the second of our team 
newsletters for the year.  
The highlight of term one was the camp to Whanganui, 
Green Pastures. A sincere thank you to all of you who 
were parent leaders and helpers for the camp. Ngā mihi 
nui ki a koutou katoa (Many thanks to you all). We had a 
very positive, pro-active team of parents, who 
contributed a great deal to the fun, learning and team 
spirit of the event. At camp, the children were well 
behaved, focused and gave everything a go. The students 
constantly displayed the school values for the entire 
week: perseverance, excellence, respect and empathy. 
We were very fortunate with the weather and they had 
experiences that they will never forget. 

TThhee  YYeeaarr  88’’ss  hhaavvee  nnooww  bbeeeenn  aappppooiinntteedd  tthheeiirr  rroolleess  aass  oouurr  

sscchhooooll  lleeaaddeerrss  aanndd  hhaavvee  aallrreeaaddyy  sshhoowwnn  ggrreeaatt  mmoottiivvaattiioonn  

aanndd  iinniittiiaattiivvee  bbyy  ggeettttiinngg  ssttrraaiigghhtt  ttoo  wwoorrkk  aanndd  oorrggaanniissiinngg  

mmeeeettiinnggss,,  sseettttiinngg  uupp  eevveennttss  aanndd  ppllaannnniinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  yyeeaarr  ttoo  

ccoommee..  TThhee  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  GGrraadduuaattiioonn  CCeerreemmoonnyy  iiss  ttaakkiinngg  

ppllaaccee  oonn  TTuueessddaayy  ooff  wweeeekk  33,,  1144  MMaayy,,  ffrroomm  77..0000ppmm--

99..0000ppmm  iinn  tthhee  sscchhooooll  hhaallll..  TThhee  YYeeaarr  88  ssttuuddeennttss  hhaavvee  

bbeeeenn  wwoorrkkiinngg  hhaarrdd  ttoo  mmaakkee  tthhiiss  aa  ssppeecciiaall  ooccccaassiioonn..  TThhee  

yyeeaarr  88  ssttuuddeennttss  wwiillll  bbee  ttrraavveelllliinngg  ttoo  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  HHoouussee  

tthhiiss  tteerrmm  aass  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  ccoouurrssee.. 
 
Values and Key Competencies 
During the initial weeks of this term we will be focusing 
on our school value of perseverance. We will also take a 
closer look at excellence later in the term. Our school is 
seeking to encourage resilience amongst the students, 
and this will be a key emphasis of our assemblies this 
term. The key competency we are focusing on this term 
will be ‘thinking’.  
 
Communication with Teachers 
The best way to communicate with your classroom 
teacher is through an interview or telephone 
conversation. If you do need to communicate via 
email, please keep it brief. Teachers will only be 
checking their emails from 3.00pm to 5.00pm on 
weekdays. 

  

  

  

  
TThhee  ccaammpp  ppaarreennttss  oonn  tthhee  llaasstt  ddaayy..  

  
English 
In writing we will be looking at different writing styles 
while developing fluency, grammar and punctuation. 
In reading we will begin by focusing on specific reading 
strategies and will also be completing a fun and 
interactive reading programme called Destination Zoo.  
Our writing and reading will also link to our history unit 
of Ancient Civilisations.  
 
Mathematics  
The Year 8’s will be focussing this term on 
measurement, multiplication/ division and move onto 
algebra. Year 7’s will be developing their geometry skills 
and knowledge. Students will also be developing their 
basic facts and problem-solving skills. 
 
Science 
By now your child should have communicated with you 
that we will be working on a science fair project. 
Students will be given time in class to work on their 
project. The science fair project due date is the first 
Tuesday of term three. CChhiillddrreenn  hhaavvee  aallssoo  bbeeeenn  ggiivveenn  

gguuiiddeelliinneess  ttoo  ffoollllooww  ttoo  hheellpp  tthheemm  pprreeppaarree  ffoorr  tthhee  

SScciieennccee  FFaaiirr..  AAtt  pprreesseenntt  cchhiillddrreenn  sshhoouulldd  bbee  cclloossee  ttoo  

sseelleeccttiinngg  aa  ttooppiicc..  TThheeyy  wwiillll  tthheenn  nneeeedd  ttoo  bbeeggiinn  

rreesseeaarrcchhiinngg  tthhaatt  ttooppiicc  ttoo  bbuuiilldd  kknnoowwlleeddggee  aanndd  bbeeggiinn  

iinnvveessttiiggaattiinngg  iitt  ffuurrtthheerr  aanndd  ccoonndduuccttiinngg  tteessttss..  SScciieennccee  FFaaiirr  
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bbooaarrddss  aarree  oonn  ssaallee  aatt  tthhee  ooffffiiccee  ffrroomm  wweeeekk  33  aatt  aa  ccoosstt  ooff  

$$88  eeaacchh..  

  
Physical Education 
Students will be participating in cross country training 
for the first 6 weeks of term. This will lead up to the 
school cross country and follow through to the first 
couple of inter-school events. Students will be learning 
about winter sports during syndicate sports. 
 
History 
As part of the Historical Change theme for the term each 
class is learning about Ancient Civilisations.  
 
Homework 
Students will receive spelling, Mathletics, and Action 
English tasks each week.  
 
ICT in the Classroom 
All the students in the Kōwhai syndicate have been 
given email addresses and passwords. These will 
enable them to access g-mail and all the related 
Google applications.  
  
BYOD (Bring your own device) 
Students can bring in their own devices to use during 
class time. Parents and students need to read and sign 
the BYOD agreement.  
 
Cell Phones 
If your child needs to bring their phone to school, it 
must stay in their bag until the end of the day. If they 
are caught using it without permission the phone will 
be confiscated, and their parents will need to come 
and collect it from the office. 
 
Te Reo Maori 
Year 7 and 8 students have been working hard to prepare 
waiata, haka, karanga and waiata-poi for up-coming 
events. In our classes we will continue to consolidate on 
our learning of Te reo Māori this term.  
 
Science Club 
Students have had the opportunity to join our science 
club on Friday lunchtimes. Lee Mauger and Peter 
McLellan have been running excellent sessions involving 
practical experiments and discovery. The students have 
been very excited and engaged. 
 
Chinese Learning 
All Year 7/8 classes will be participating in Chinese 
lessons for 45 minutes every fortnight. We are very 
fortunate to have Karen Hu, a very experienced Chinese 
teacher, who has been at Wellington East for the last 10 
year.  
 
Technology  

Technology has already started and will finish in week 
7 on Tuesdays. It is held at Karori West Normal School 
and we will be travelling by bus. The children will need 
to arrive at school at 8:30 am to have the roll taken. 
Buses leave school at 8.40am. Students will require 
hair ties if they have long hair and all students will 
need footwear that covers their feet.  
 
Activity Fees for term  2  
 

NZ Playhouse= $5 
 
Nāku, nā (Yours faithfully)   
 
Nick Julian, Nicki Greer, James Shelton, Catherine 
Kirkpatrick 
 

  
AAnnootthheerr  ffuunn  ddaayy  aatt  ccaammpp 
 

  
YYeeaarr  88  GGiirrllss  FFuuttssaall  TTeeaamm  aatt  tthhee  AASSBB  AArreennaa 
 

  
YYeeaarr  88ss  tteeaacchhiinngg  YYeeaarr  77ss  hhooww  ttoo  aadddd//ssuubbttrraacctt  aanndd  mmuullttiippllyy  iinn  

ddiiffffeerreenntt  bbaassee  ssyysstteemmss 


