
Dear Parents and Caregivers 

Welcome back to term 3 everyone. This is a ten week term which finishes on 

Friday 28th September.  There are no public holidays in this term. 

We have one temporary change to the year 3-4 staff, as Miss Davies is     

recovering from hip surgery, and we warmly welcome Mrs Wood into the 

team, albeit temporarily. 

The purpose of this newsletter is to keep you abreast of the learning over-

view, to provide reminders of upcoming events and to inform you about the 

activity fees for the term.  Weekly reminders will also come home via the 

classroom homework sheet. 

Curriculum  

Artsplash songs have been introduced to the students and the lyrics booklet 

has been sent home with each child. Though we will practise at school   

regularly, the idea of the booklet is that your child will sing the songs along 

with YouTube and gradually learn the words by heart.  Most, but not all 

songs are on YouTube.  

Literacy 

The Reading Programme will continue as before with children having daily     

opportunities to learn in a group setting, in whole class sessions and as an 

individual, selecting material that interests them. The teacher will also read 

to the students, novels or stories that relate to the class programme. This 

term there is a focus on myths, legends, fables and fairy stories and the     

students will be both reading and writing these. 

Grammar, punctuation and spelling will be taught through writing our own 

myths and narratives, and in specific language lessons. Students will write in 

all areas of the curriculum and they will write every day.  

Maths 

Basic maths facts will continue to be practised every day as the students 

speed up their automatic responses. Strategies to solve multiplication and       

division problems will continue, developing later in the term into working 

with fractions. Geometry will also be covered this term. 

Physical Education 

Wednesday afternoon is Rata team’s  sports session and the teachers will 

work across the four classes developing throwing, catching, batting and 

striking skills. Teachers will continue to take their classes for fitness activities 

and games.  The Rata emphasis will always be on fitness and fun, rather 

than winning. 

Oral Language 

The individual oral language presentations are well underway and the    

classes are enjoying and learning from some excellent presentations by their 

peers.  If you are unsure when your child’s turn is coming up, refer to the  

letter that was sent home with your child in term 2. 

Homework 

Homework will continue as per the classroom routine and in accordance 

Heads Up 

 School swimming sports is 
on 3rd Aug (year 4 only) an 
email will come home about 
this. 

 Artsplash is at 5pm on 18th 
Sept at the Michael Fowler 
Centre 

Activity Fees Term 3 

Year 3                                               
bus trip to Artsplash                      
rehearsal                       7.00  
                   $7.00 

Year 4  

bus trip to school                       
swimming sports            7.50 

bus trip to Artsplash                      
rehearsal                       7.50 

                                 $15.00                               

Student oral presentations are well 

underway. 
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with the school policy.  Some students have not quite disciplined themselves to manage this important      

routine and parent support of this is appreciated. 

Science 

We are continuing our work on understanding water.  This term we will focus on water pollution, causes and 

effects. 

Social 

Our classes continue to emphasise self management and resilience in the children, with encouragement 

and recognition of their efforts. 

General 

All teams are reminding the students about personal responsibility towards school uniform  -  naming it, keep-

ing track of it, and ensuring that what they wear is within uniform guidelines.   

Please ask your children to remain vigilant regarding traffic when walking to and from school, especially with 

the roadwork disruptions. Walking to school is the best way for them to commute, considering the traffic   

congestion. If parents do have to drive children to school the congestion is best managed when students 

are dropped some distance from the top of Rose St. Footpaths in both directions will see them arrive and 

leave safely. 

As the mornings slowly become lighter the students are falling back into the habit of arriving before 8.30. 

Teachers are busy at that time preparing for the day and supervision of early arrivals is a problem. 

As the year progresses many students begin to lose or use up some items of stationery.  It would be helpful if 

you could check in with your child as to whether they still have everything they need; when embarking on a 

measurement lesson it is a problem if several students have broken rulers.  

Term 3 is the term in which Rata has very few off site events and activities to attend.  It is a term for a strong 

focus on in-class learning and progress. Term 4, by contrast, is full of activities, which means bus charges to 

parents.  Details of term 4 events and expenses will come home as and when they are organised.  

The Rata team have a new neighbour from this term as the Year 2 children from Room 0 move across  from 

Weld St and will be resident in Room 9.  Though they will remain in the Pohutukawa team we will enjoy their 

company at our assemblies and as a buddy class. 

Thank you to all parents for the ongoing support you provide to classroom teachers and the programmes we 

run.  Coming on class trips, supervising homework and popping into the classroom to check out your child’s 

work are what strengthen the home-school relationship and show your children that their learning is            

important and valued. 

Regards 

Pip Honore, Talia Davies, Karen Wood,  Sue Savage and Joy Henderson 

Scooter safety 

day was a great 

success. 


