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News from the Board – November 2016 
 

New Classrooms 
 
For a considerable period of time now, the Board of Trustees and Principal have been engaged with Ministry 
of Education officials with regard to the replacement of the existing two classrooms (7 & 8) in the middle block. 
 
As noted in Board News earlier this year, this process has been very frustrating for the school given the 
uncertainty and lack of progress as we awaited MOE decisions.  This is an MOE project so the school has had 
very little influence over the timeframes and process. 
 
Whilst the MOE had decided some months ago to fully replace (and then demolish) this middle block due to it 
being uneconomic to replace it on that site, a decision still needed to be made about where the two 
replacement classrooms and toilet block would be located. 
 
This waiting has also caused the Board's desire to develop grounds and playgrounds with donated funds to be 
held up given the uncertainty around the location of these new classrooms. 
 
The good news is that the MOE have now confirmed (in consultation with the Board) that the new classrooms 
will be located alongside the three classrooms (the southern end) currently forming the lower block of the 
school.  This is where the current playground is located next to the main asphalt block. 
 
We are very pleased to have this confirmation as it gives certainty about the classrooms for the school, gives 
certainty about the grounds that can be developed and has the least impact on current flat areas of the school 
grounds. 
 
There is much work still to be done over the coming weeks but, indicatively, work is expected to commence 
once the school year has been completed.  This will involve a significant amount of site preparation including 
a new retaining wall to be constructed where the current bank runs down to the playground area, significantly 
enhancing that part of the school's grounds in the process.  Once the site has been prepared, the new 
classrooms and toilet block will be delivered in pre-built modules to fast-track the construction process.  
Construction will include decking around the new classrooms similar to that which is in place around the 
current lower block three classrooms. 
 
There is much work still to be done by the MOE to prepare for this project to commence. But all going to plan, 
we expect the classrooms to be ready for term 2 in 2017.  The two existing classrooms will continue to be 
used until the new classrooms are commissioned, following which the existing classroom block will be 
demolished and the site made good. 
 
The Board still needs a little more certainty regarding this work and arrangements as between the school and 
MOE. However with this confirmation, the Board and Principal will now be turning our attention to the long-
awaited plans for improvements to the grounds and playgrounds. 

 
 
House & Garden Walk 
 
The Board would like to acknowledge the wonderful support of the PTA and all the volunteers assisting with 
making this year's House & Garden Walk another great event for the school and community.  If you haven't 
yet secured your tickets, please contact the PTA or go to http://www.wadestownschoolpta.co.nz/reserve/. 
 
This is the school's major fundraising event and funds raised will help with our grounds and playgrounds 
improvements. 
 
We confidently predict a beautiful Wellington spring day for the event this Sunday 13 November!  So get out 
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and enjoy looking at the fantastic homes and gardens of twenty families who all deserve our biggest thanks for 
generously participating in this year's programme.   
 
We especially note and thank those homeowners and wonderful friends of Wadestown School who are 
opening their homes and gardens again for this event even though they no longer have children at the school 
and/or have allowed their home to be part of this event on several occasions.  Thank you very much to all of 
you. 
 
 
School Concerts 
 
The Board wants to acknowledge the fantastic school concerts performed last week, the outcome of a lot of 
work by our teachers and children. It was great to see the range of children’s creative talents on display and 
their enjoyment in performing for all of us. While the modern school curriculum has become quite crowded and 
there are various competing priorities for attention, our school continues to sustain an effective arts program. 
 
 
Thanks to staff 
 
The Board acknowledges the extra work recently of the Deputy Principals, the team leaders and all staff 
during the period of our Principal's absence and reduced hours following her husband's recovery from major 
surgery.  It is a strength of the school, as noted in the outstanding ERO report earlier this year, that teaching 
methods and systems are embedded school-wide, and this has helped ensure a seamless continuity of 
teaching and learning despite the absence of our Principal. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 
 
Neil Paviour-Smith 
Board Chairman 


