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News from the Board – February 2017 
 
The Board of Trustees wishes to update the school community on the new classroom construction issue. 

Property  

In the December Board News (available here) and the more detailed Board News from November 
discussing new classrooms (available here), trustees provided details about the Ministry of Education’s 
construction of two new classrooms at the bottom site of the main school, and the subsequent demolition of 
the two classrooms in the middle of the school.   

Those who have been at school will have noticed preliminary work commenced over the summer break but 
then ceased. 

Unfortunately delays within the Ministry and Wellington City Council caused by last November’s earthquake 
pushed back the timetable for tenders, consents, etc.  Whilst this is frustrating for all, there is little we have 
been able to do other than keep closely in contact with Ministry officials. 

These delays are likely to cause the property construction period to continue through until the end of term 
two, subject to weather conditions during the site preparation period in coming weeks. 

Tomorrow, safety fencing is being erected around the area of works, following which some preliminary site 
works will commence. 

There are four key stages for the new classroom construction project: 

 excavation of some of the bank and construction of a new retaining wall and pathway 

 site preparation and foundations etc 

 delivery and connection together of pre-fabricated classroom sections 

 interior completion, decking, landscaping 

Trustees have been assured by our Principal and senior management that the learning needs of children 
will be managed carefully over this period to minimise disruption.  Whilst some noise, dust and reduced 
access is inevitable over the coming months, the two new classrooms are something to look forward, and 
we are thankfully not burdened with the huge disruption other schools are facing with wholesale and 
ongoing construction works. 

We will keep the school community updated on key developments as required. 

We also welcome Amy Maddock to the Board as the new staff trustee following a recent staff election. 

I hope the year has commenced well for you and your children. 

Kind regards 
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